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Working With The Muellers

by Jason Butterick

Anton C. Schuerman

Anton Schuerman may be a name that isn’t familiar
to many people. In 1907, he was among the seven
men who first received $500 for 25 years of faithful
and loyal service. When he died on January 31,
1925, it was noted that his only job in America was
working at the Mueller Company... for 42 years.

It was only through recent patent research that I
became very interested in Mr. Schuerman. His
name appeared jointly with Fred, Philip, and Henry
Mueller as inventors.

Anton Schuerman was born May 4, 1858 in Hagen,
Westphalia, Germany, a village about 70 miles from
Hieronymus Mueller’s birthplace in Wertheim. He
married Helen Duellman in May 1881 and came to
America in 1883. Anton arrived in Decatur on
November 3, 1883 and within a week he was
working with Hieronymus Mueller and his other
employees at the time on West Main Street.
According to his obituary, the other employees were
Charles Hildebrandt, Frederick Voelcker, and
Adolph Mueller.

An expert mechanic like Hieronymus, Anton
developed several products which appeared in the
Mueller catalogs, including his own patented
screwdriver. Unlike Hieronymus, Anton did return
to Germany to visit once, in 1922.
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An inventor in his own right, his screwdriver, Patent

#407,842 appeared in the Mueller catalog from 1899-

1913. One of these screwdrivers is in the permanent
museum exhibit

His pride in workmanship also showed in his final
residence, completed just six months prior to his
death. The residence, 251 S. Maffit, was built with
the best of materials. It is standing today.

In his obituary, Philip Mueller was quoted that “Not
only was Anton Schuermann an exceptionally high
class mechanic, inventive, original, but he was a
delightful personality, kindly disposed, and



I Museum Donations I |
]

The museum is assembling a wonderful historical
collection because of donations from Mueller
employees, the Mueller family, the Mueller
company, and friends. The following are those who
have donated items to the museum during 2003.
We would like to thank you again for your
generosity. ,Q‘

Herb & Betty Ashmore

Charles and Thelma Ater

Henry and Dorothy Austin

Hugh Baker family

Ron and Joanne Brunner

Bill Horve

Mike Isenberg, Paragon Graphics

Brian James

George Johner I1I

Lucien Kapp

Marilyn McCoy

Bob Minks

John-Scot Mueller ; .
Mueller Company

L. Eileen Pygott (daughter of Otis Fears)
William Schluter

Bill Thompason

—I "«8fudent/Senior Citizen:
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Adolph Mueller Home
Featured in Book

The Adolph Mueller home, located at #4 Millikin
Place, is featured in a children’s book on
architecture. The book, Building America, by
Janice Weaver with illustrations by Bonnie Shemie,
describes over 400 years of American architecture
from adobe homes in the Southwest to post-
modern, almost futuristic buildings.

The Mueller home is used as an example of Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Prairie Style architecture. Designed
by Marion Mahony, an architect in Wright’s studio,
the home has the horizontal lines of a Wright design.
However, Mahony included her own vision into this
noted structure.
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I There 1s only one Mueller Record today and
this is it! If you know someone who would
be interested in receiving this quarterly
newsletter, why not give that person a
| membership!
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I Annual Membership Information
$15

" Free admission for member and one guest, museum
I ‘newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items.
1 Regular Membership: $20
|l Free admission for member and one guest, museum
| newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items.
| Family Membership: $25
| Free admission for member and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift
items.
I *Support Membership: $50
I Free admission for member and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% disccunt on gift
1 items.
*Sponsor Membership $100
Free admission for members and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift
I items.
I —Patron Membership $500
Free admission for member and guests, museum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items,
recognition on museum donor board.
*Benefactor Membership $1000
Free admission for member and guests, museum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items,
recognition on museum donor board.
Please circle the type of membership preferred.
*A portion of these membership fees are tax deductible

!

L-----—-----—_--—---_----_--—-_—-_

Please send this form and payment to

HIERONYMUS MUELLER MUSEUM
61 South Country Club Road
Decatur, Illinois, 62521
(217) 423-6161

Name

Address

The Hieronymus Mueller Museum is a privately funded
non-profit museumn and depends upon donations for its

operations

r—————————_————_-——--_--



Mr. and Mrs. James Alling

Mr and Mrs. Charles Archer
Mr. Paul Best

Mr. and Mrs. Walt Bittmer
Mr. Luther Botts

Mr. and Mrs. William Braun
Mr. Charles Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Brunner
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Cairns

Mr. and Mrs. J. William Coffey
Ms. Evelyn Cox

Ms. Paula Cross

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Curry
Decatur Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau

Mr. James Degand

Mr. John Dennis

Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Glenn
Mr. Stephen Graliker

Mrs. Rosella Green

Mr. and Mrs. Pershing Griffith
Ms. Wyllene Griffy

(2003 Members of the Hieronymus Mueller

Museum

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hazlet
Mr. Gordon Hutton

Mr. Ben Jones

Mrs. Beatrice Joynt

Mrs. Pauline Jurgens -

. Judith Kaiser

Mr. Robert Kileen

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kircher
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Little

Mr. and Mrs. William Madden
Mr. Robert Mallow

Mr. and Mrs. Don Matthews
Mr. Stan Metz

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mounts
Ms. Jane Mueller

Mr. William A. Mueller

Mr. John Scot Mueller

. Doris Neece

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Norrie

. Robert Ott

Mr. and Mrs. E.E. Penhallegon
Mrs. Phyllis Gates Pintarich

Mr. Lavern Ramsey

Mrs. Charlen Rhea

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Riley
Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Rohman
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Snoke
Mrs. Carma Snyder

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Spencer
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Staley
Mr. and Mrs. David Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tyrolt
Mr. Edward J. Vogel

Mrs. Ruth Wampler

Mrs. Betty Wheatley

Ms. Lulu White

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene White
Ms. Genevieve Whitney

Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
Whittington

Judith Kaiser

Jane Mueller

John Scot Mueller

Philip M. and Jude C. Mueller
Frederic Schluter

Peter Schluter

A.E. Staley, Ir. Foundation
Henry M. Staley Charitable Trust
Mark Staley

Gillian L. White

2003 Museum Donors

In Memory of Nancy Jo Batman

Betty Wheatley

In Memory of Levi Green

Earl, Helen, Phillip and Tara Albert

Uldien White

Rita, Josie and Stephiane Whitten

In Memory of Betty Robison

Gillian L. White

In Memory of Jane Mueller’s world champion horse, Bartles and Jaymes

Richard L. and Jeanette Durant



2003 Museum Volunteers

Herb and Betty Ashmore
Henry and Dorothy Austin
Wilma Badorek

Charlie and Ruth Bafford
Del Bagenski

Bill and Fern Baney
Lavonne Bethard

Charles Brown

Ron and Joanne Brunner
Vernon and Janet Brunner
Verlyn and Barbara Burnett
Arlen and Janet Burton
Jack and Patty Calfee
Charles and Jennie Canaday
Dale and Beverly Capshaw
Dorothy Cooper

Evelyn Cox

Joe and Eileen Crane

John and Madeline Dennis
Dean and Joyce Eaton
Zodius and Mary Embry

~Carl Floren

Donald and Sue Frahlman
Pershing and Maxine Griffith
Bill and Reginia Horve
Tim and Carol Ann Johnston
Ben anes =
Naney and Har of& Kircher
Bill and Rita deyer
Bill and Madoline Leake
George and Betty Lebo
James and Norma Leinard
Charles and Annette Mauck
Bob and Marily McCoy
Richard and Doris McKinley
Don and Leota McQuality
Stan and Ann Melz
Bob and Joanne Minks
Lloyd and Wiletta Moeller
John and Eleanor Moma
Ray and Helene Mounts
Bill Mueller

“Bob and Joan Nelson

Ed and Marilyn Olivier
Wilbur Reed

Dale and Ruth Reidelberger
Ann and Charles Reynolds
Ron and Bev Riley

Peggy Rothe

Lloyd and Patsy Schumacher
Morey and Sue Sefton

Lee and Norma Snoke
Marvin Spitzer

Dale and Leota Stanley

Ray and Irma Storck

Dale Streight

Wilbur and Joyce Sweazy
Betty Tolladay

George and Barbara Virden
Carrol and Rea Virt

Carol and Don Wade

Ruth Wampler

Betty and Tom Wheatley
Mel and Melbaline Whittington
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Our “Christmas in March” volunteer appreciation party will be Sunday, March
28th. We’ll be mailing invitations soon, but mark the date on your calendar now!

Photos, photos everywhere -
but no names! This looks like
it was taken in the 1950s.
| Anyone know these obviously
championship bowlers?
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We have a whole stack of
photos from a 1950s(?)
Christmas party - but no
names! Can you help?

%,
)

Who are these good-looking peoble?
Don’t you love 1950s dresses!

For a better look, the
original photos are in the
museum office.

Are you one of these little angels?
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- Some Mueller Compawnvy Sporty History

WPicnic Notes: Climbing the greased pole near the Athletic
club house attracted a large crowd and as usual created
endless amusement. The pole is about 12 feet high and at
the top flittered two new one dollar bills held fast by a
thumb tack. Melvin Trimmer finally got the money, as he
did at two previous picnics. The judge of the event
announced that Melvin is hereafter barred - maybe. Mueller
Record- July 1932

EBowling News: The Pattern Shop bowling team took
the Mueller Bowling League lead on Sept. 20 and didn’t
relinquish it during the next 31 weeks. Members of the
winning team, captained by Maury Sefton, are: Bob
Henderson, John Hackl, Hilbert Olver, Dick Ferril, Marvin
Spitzer, and Ollie Fortscheider. Individual honors were
shared by Dale Reidelberger and Ben Taylor. Dale rolled
a257 game to edge Ben by two pins in the individual high
game competition. Ben took first in high series with a
three-game total of 652. Main Connections- May 1963

EMore Bowling News: Pete Workman and Nancy Borriff
won the Mueller Co. Mixed Doubles bowling tournament,
Feb. 19, at the Eldorado Bowl. The pair bowled a 1,256 to
edge out Jack Adams and Juanita Degand who had a 1,245
handicap total. Third place went to Paul Ammann and Jewell
Hacket who were nine pins out of second. Main Connections
- April 1961

WPicnic Notes: The big event of the 1924 Mueller picnic
was the baseball game between a nine made up of office
girls and a nine made up from the core room. There was a
large crowd at the diamond when the two teams’ players in
black bloomers and white middies marched on to the field.
The office “Rinkydinks” won by a score of 43 to 13. Mueller
Record- August 1924

H Athletic Club House: In spite of inclement weather, the
official open house of the new Mueller Athletic Club House
on Jan. 30 and 31 was well attended. Mueller Record -
February 1926



