
THE MUELLER RECORD

WINTER / SPRING 2005 NEWSLETTER

PROGRESS ON THE NEW AND IMPROVED MUELLER MUSEUM

Heironymus Mueller never missed an opportunity to take a good thing and
improve upon it. so it is with-the Museum named in his honor as our new
building continues to take shape. The last Mueller Record Newsletter
featured a photo of the groundbreaking ceremony. The building now closely
resembles the architect s rendering pictured above. Much interior work
is yet to be done bef9re the anticipated June opening of the new facility.
In the meanwhile, Cindy Bray of Barking Dog Design Group in Oklahoma
continues the task of preparing the many new exhibits that will fill the
new building. The next issue of the Newsletter will give readers a
detailed look at the new and improved Heironymus Mueller Museum!



KEEPING UP WITH THE MUELLERS AND MORE

One of the great challenges of any organization is keeping track of
people. The Museum made two mailings this Spring with that goal in
mind.

Jane Mueller sent out a mailing to members of the Mueller family
seeking to update the family tree as it is displayed in the Museum.
We still would like to hear from anyone who even suspects that there
might be births, deaths or,marriages of which we are not aware.
Don't assume that someone else has ,already responded - it is better
for us to hear about it ten times than not at all.

Betty Wheatley also sent out a large mailing to Mueller Co.
retirees. This is a big task since the company no longer maintains
regular communication with former employees. We got a good response
and welcome many new members as a result of Betty s efforts. Again,
we ask the help of our readers in keeping us posted on any contacts
within the community of Mueller Co. retirees. If you know of any
moves, deaths or other news, we would like to hear from

FROM YOUR ATTIC TO OURS

The Museum is always seeking to expand its collection of artifacts
and information. Many of the items we seek are obvious and well-
known to us (anyone happen to have a pair of Crown Roller skates,
1884-1886, lying about the house?) while others are so seemingly
trivial or obscure that we don't know that we want them until we see
them. An example of the latter is a collection of Aiw union check-
off buttons brought in to us recently by Harold Dingman, a retired
Mueller Co. machinist. Along with the buttons, Harold donated a

photo of himself and
three co-workers in the
plant, his ID badges, and
a two small tools (a
chisel and a plastic pipe
cleaner) he had made for
the company. Harold
claims the tools weren't
good enough for the
inspector but they look
pretty good to us. Items
such as these may seem
i n s i g n i f i c a n t i n
isolation, but when
viewed with the larger
collection in the Museum,
they become a part of a
larger picture that helps
us understand and
preserve a full history
of Mueller Co. We thank
Mr. Dingman for his
donation and encourage
others to think of us
when cleaning out their
attics.

Betty Wheatley and Harold Dingman look over
several items donated to the Museum



CURRENT MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS

Betty and Herb Ashmore
Henry, Dorothy and Mark Austin
Wilma Badorek
Charlie and Ruth Bafford
Lavonne Bethard
Charlie Brown

. - N

Robert Brownlow
Ron and Joanne Brunner
Vernon and Janet Brunner
Verlyn and Barbara Burnett
Arlen Burton
Jack Calfee
Charles and Jenny Canady
Dales and Beverly Capshaw
Dorothy Cooper
Evelyn Cox
Virt and Rea Carroll
Joe and Eileen Crane
Cross, Paula
John and Madeline Dennis
Mary Easter!ing
Dean and Joyce Eaton
Zodius and Mary Embry
Carl Floren
Maxine and Pershing Griffith
Bill and Regina Horve
Gene Hullinger
Tim Johnston
Ben Jones
Nancy and Harold Kircher
Bill and Rita Lawyer
Bob and Madolyne Leake
Betty and George Lebo

James and Norma Leinard
Charles and Annette Mauck
Bob and Marilyn McCoy
Richard and Doris McKinney
Don and Leota McQuality
•Stan and Ann Metz
Bob and Joanne Minks
Lloyd and Willetta Moeller
John Moma
Ray Mounts
Bill Mueller
Bob and Joan Nelson
Ed and Marilyn Oliver
Wilbur Reed
Dale and Ruth Reidelberger
Ann Reynolds
Ron and Bev Riley
Peggy Rothe
Lloyd and Patsy Schumaker
Morey and Sue Sefton
Lee and Norma Snoke
Marvin Spitzer
Dale and Leota Stanley
Ray and Irma Storck
Dale Streight
Wilber and Joyce Sweazy
Betty Tolladay
George and Barbara virden
Carol and Don Wade
Ruth wampler
Betty and Tom Wheatley
Mel and Melbaline Whittington
Dale workman

NOTABLE PASSINGS

Hugh L. Baker, 93, passed away on January 29,2005 in Decatur. Mr.
Baker retired after 44 years with Mueller Co. where he worked in
products and marketing at the company's headquarters in Chattanooga,
Tennessee and in Decatur. He has been a long-time friend of the
Mueller family and an avid supporter of the Museum. He will be fondly
remembered by all who knew him.



CURRENT MEMBERS OF THE
HIERONYMUS MUELLER MUSEUM

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mrs
Ms.
Mr.
Mrs
Ms.
Mr.

and Mrs. James W. Ailing
and Mrs. Charles Archer
John Arnold
Charles Ater
Paul Best
and Mrs. Walt Blttner : * „._
Luther Botts
and Mrs. William Braun

L. Brown
Ronald Brunner
Scott Cai rns
Dale Capshaw
J. William Coffey
L. Cooper

Charles
and Mrs.
and Mrs.
and Mrs.
and Mrs.
Dorothy
Evelyn cox
Warren Crawford
Marian E. Cross
Paula Cross
and Mrs. Henry B. Curry

Decatur Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau

Mr. James Degland
Mr. and Mrs. John Dennis
Mr. David Dettling
Mrs. Deidre Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Glenn
Mr. Stephen Graliker
Mrs. Rosella Green
Mr. and Mrs. pershing Griffith
MS. wylene Griffy
Mr. Howard Hal brook
Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Hazlet
Mr. Erwin Hosto
Mr. Gordon Hutton
Mr. Claude S. inman
Mr. Ben Jones
Mrs. Beatrice Joynt
Mrs. Sarah Juntune
Mrs. Pauline Jurgens
Mrs. Judith Kaiser
Mr. and Mrs. Lucien Kapp
Mr. Ray J. Kaufman
Mr. Robert Kileen
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kircher

Mr. Robert Kohlbecker
Mr. Robert E. Leake
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Little
Mr. and Mrs. William Madden

.J/lr. Robert W. Mallow
fir. and Mrs. Don Matthews
Mr. Arthur McPhearson
Mr. Stan Metz
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Mounts
Mrs. Jane Mueller
Mr. John Scott Mueller
Mr. William A. Mueller
Mrs. Doris V. Neece
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Norrie
Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Penhallegon
Mrs. Phyllis Gates Pintarich
Mr. and Mrs. Lavern Ramsey
Mr. Harold Rentfro
Mrs. Janet Rhea
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rhodes
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Riley
Mr. J. Doug Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. David Robison
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Rhoman
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Schultz
Mr. Gerald Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Dale R. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Snoke
Mrs. Carma Snyder
Mrs. Orville Spenser
Mr. and Mrs. William Staley
Mr. and Mrs. George Stranc
Mr. Roy Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. David Turner
Mrs. Dorothy Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tyrolt
Mr. Edward J. Vogel
Mrs. Ruth Wampler
Mrs. Betty Wheatley
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene White
Mrs. Lulu White
Mrs. Genevieve Whitney
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin whittington



2004 MUSEUM DONORS

Margaret Foley
Judith Kaiser
'Jane Mueller

PauTi ne > Vv^-Muel 1 er
Phi 1 ip aticf lude Muel 1 er

Richard and Patti Mueller
Peter schluter

A. E. Staley, Jr. Foundation
Henry M. Staley Charitable Trust

Frank Tyrolt
Gillian L. white

in Memory of Sarah H. Baker

Jane Mueller
Tom and Betty wheatley

In Memory of Pauline V. Mueller

Evelyn M. Cox
John Arnold and Paula Cross

Lorna Ellis
Charlotte Ernster

Carl T. Fischer, Jr.
Betty Lebo

David and Diane Mi nick
violet Staley

Tom and Betty Wheatley
Jim and Jo Young

In Memory of N. Gladys Turner,
Helen Ashmore and Lei ah Causey

Herb and Betty Ashmore



Annual Membership Information
Student/Senior Citizen: $15
Free admission for member and one guest, museum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items.
Regular Membership: $20
Free admission for member and one guest, museum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift items.
Family Membership: $25
Free admission for member and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift
items.
^Support Membership: $50
Free admission for member and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift
items.
*Sponsor Membership: $100
Free admission for member and up to four guests,
museum newsletter subscription, 10% discount on gift
items.
*Patron Membership: $500
Free admission for member and guests, iMseum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount oh gift items,
recognition on museum donor board.
*Benefactor Membership: •' $1000
Free admission for member and guests; museum
newsletter subscription, 10% discount on'gift items,
recognition on museum donor board.

Please circle the type of membership preferred.
* A portion of these membership fees are tax deductible.

Please send this form and payment to
HIERONYMUS MUELLER MUSEUM

61 South Country Club Road
Decatur, Il l inois, 62521

(217)423-6161

Name

Address
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The Hieronymus Mueller Museum is a privately funded non-
profit museum and depends upon donations for its operations.


