THE MUELLER RECORD

SPRING. 2009 NFWSLETTER

Photo donated by Ruth Austin

Spring turns a young man’s fancy ... to baseball, of course. The Mueller Co. team
pictuted above was fielded by the company around 1917. The “Rapidac”™ logo on the
shirts refetred to a line of plumbing goods manufactured by Mueller at that time.
Only two individuals are identified — Robert Mueller is standing at top right and the
player standing 2° row left is Tom Black.



MUELLER CO. BASEBALL

Our records don’t show when the company first fielded a baseball team but the
Mueller Record for May, 1914 contains a photo of the Mueller Indoor Baseball team
which had just won the city championship having defeated Decatur Bridge Company
in a playoff series. How and where “indoor baseball” was played is a bit of a mystery
but it seems to have been popular in these days. Baseball teams were likely sponsored
by the company before 1914 but no reotds-weré kept. Over the years, reports
appear of both indoor and outdoor baseball teams competitg for Mueller Co. in
various city leagues.

Baseball seems to have fallen victim to Wotld War II, as employee-players left for the
service. The company did field a team in 1942 competing against teams such as the
Decatur Indees, Century Wall Paper, Young Democrats, Casner, and Staley. The
June, 1942, Mueller Record describes an impressive 14-6 victory for the Mueller All
Stars. Apparently, winning teams had been rewarded with pop and candy, but, as a
sign of the times, prizes now took the form of U.S. War Bond Savings Stamps.

After the war, baseball was replaced by softball which lasted only a couple of years.
There was one final appearance of the Mueller name on a baseball jetsey — 1n 1948,
the Decatur Union League wa formed-by the UA.W. — AFL. andl.ocal 838 of
Mueller Co. formed a team to compete. The league appeats to have lasted only one
season and baseball became a part of the Mueller past.

Mueller Co. has had a long and deep connection with other spotts as well. Over the
years, employees have participated in company sponsored golf, bowling, swimming,
hockey and cricket (the Sarnia plant is in Canada). Today’s lifestyle has taken its toll
on all these activities — we prefer to watch others compete on television — and there
are no “Mueller” teams to join. Times don’t get better, they just change.

VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS PARTY

The volunteers who assist in the operation of the museum will be enjoying the annual
Christmas Party on Sunday, May 3 from 3:00 to 5:00. Mueller Co. under family
ownership had a long traditton of hosting a Christmas party for employees and
families as a means of thanking them for their service to the company. The museum
sought to continue that tradition but found that many retired employees prefer to
spend winter (and Christmas) in warmer places, hence the party now takes place in
May. No matter what the time of year might be, we are grateful for the help of our
volunteers!



MUSEUM MEMBERS 2009

BENEFACTOR MEMBERS

Mzr. Frederick 1. Mueller
Ms. Jane Mueller

M. Philip Mueller

Mr. and Mrs. William Staley

PATRON MEMBERS

Mt. and Mrs. David Morrow
Mt. John Scot Mueller
Mrs. A. E. Staley, Jr.

SPONSOR MEMBERS

Dr. and Mrs. Scott Cairns

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Fleckenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Glenn
Mzrs. Heidi Mueller-Hayes
Mr. and Mrs. George Prust
Mzt and Mrs. Larry Schultz
Mt. and Mrs. Robert C. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Dale B. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tyrolt
Mrs. Tom Wheatley

Mrs. Lulu White

Decatur Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

SUPPORT MEMBERS

Mzr. John Arnold and Ms. Paula Cross

Mr. and Mrs. John Cobb

Mr. and Mrs. J. William Coffey
Mrt. and Mrs. Richard Durant
Mr. Stephen Graliker

Mr. Claude S. Inman

Mr. and Mzs. Harold Kircher
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Madden
Mzr. Frank Mueller

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Norrie
Mzts. Phyllis Gates Pintarich
Mrs. Janet Rhea

MEMBERS

Mrt. and Mrs. Erwin Arends
Mrs. C. Hertb Ashmore
Mrs. George Binkley

Mt. and Mrs. Walt Bittner

Mz. Luther Botts

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Braun
Mzr. Chatles Brown

Mrt. and Mrs. Ronald Brunner
Mzt. Vernon Brunner

Mr. and Mirs. Dale Capshaw
Mzt. and Mrs. Gail Chapman
Mzrs. Evelyn Cox

I Mr. Warren Crawford

Ms. Janet Deatherage

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Dennis
Mzr. and Mrs. Larry Dietz
Ms. Mary Fasterling

Mrss. Chatlotte Ernster

- Mrs. Alsen Foley

Ms. Deirdre Ford

Mrs. Howard Gleespan

Mr. and Mrs. Pershing Griffith
Ms. Wyllene Griffy

Mzt. Howard Halbrook

Mz. Erwin Hosto

Mzr. and Mrs. Robert Hund
Mrs. Emily Jones

Ms. Judith Kaiser

Mzr. and Mss. Lucien Kapp
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kileen
Mr. Robert Kohlbecker

Mr. and Mrs. George Lebo
Mr. Tom Little

Mzr. Robert W. Mallow

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mauck
Mzr. and Mrs. Stanley Metz
Mz, and Mrs. Ray Mounts
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nelson
Mzr. David Pritts

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Rentfro
M. David Resler

Mzt. Robert L. Rhodes

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Riley
M. . Doug Roberts

Mzt. John E. Scott

Mzt. and Mts. Motey Sefton
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Snoke
Mrs. Dale Spires

Mrts. Orville Spencer

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Stanley
Mzt. and Mrs. George Stranc
Mr. George Swanson

Mz. and Mrs. Roy Thompson
Ms. Dotothy Turner

Mzt. and Mrs. Mel Whittington




CURRENT MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS

Betty Ashmore

Dorothy and Mark Austin
Chatlie Brown

Robert Brownlow

Gary Brunner

Ron and Joanne Brunner
Vernon Brunner

Jack and Patty Calfee
Chartles Canady

Gail and Betty Chapman
David and Sharon Cochran
Evelyn Cox

Joe and Eileen Crane

Paula Cross and John Arnold
Madeline Dennis

Larry and Juanita Dietz
Tom and Jennette Dutbin
Dean and Joyce Eaton
Hetb and Liza Gibson
Maxine and Pershing Griffin
Bill and Regina Horve
Nancy and Harold Kircher
Bob Kohlbecker

Bill and Rita Lawyer
George and Betty Lebo
Norma Leinard

Lo

Bob and Leona Matshall
Bob and Marilyn McCoy
Richard and Doris McKinley
Don McQuality

Stan and Ann Metz

John and Eleanor Moma
Ray and Helene Mounts
William and Donna Mueller
Bob and Joan Nelson

Jim and Renee Phipps

Ron and Bev Riley

Bob and Shari Sands

Nancy Scherer

Lloyd and Patsy Schumacher
Morey and Sue Sefton

Lee and Norma Snoke
David Sollis

Marvin Spitzer

Dale and Leota Stanley

Ray and Irma Storck

Carrol and Rea Virt

David and Judy Webb

Betty Wheatley

Mel and Melbaline Whittington
John Williams

Dale and Linda Wotrkman



2008 MUSEUM DONORS
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M. and Mrs. Tom Dickes
Mzt. Michael Mueller
Mzt. Peter Mueller
Mzt. and Mrs. Philip Mueller
Mr. William E. Mueller, Jt.
Mt. David Pritts
Mrt. Peter Schluter
Mz. William Schluter
A. E. Staley, Jr. Foundation
Henry M. Staley Charitable Trust
Mrs. Gillian White

In Memory of Pauline V. Mueller

Mzr. and Mrs. James Ellis

In Memory of Henry M. Staley

Mz. and Mrs. William J. Braun




